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Kenya Information Sheet


Facts about Kenya

· Population: 32.8 million (UN, 2005) 

· Capital: Nairobi 

· Area: 582,646 sq km (224,961 sq miles) – about the same size as France.
· Major languages: Kiswahili, English 

· Life expectancy: 48 years (men), 46 years (women) (UN) 

· Monetary unit: 1 Kenya shilling = 100 cents 

· Main exports: Tea, coffee, horticultural products, petroleum products 

· GNI per capita: US $530 (World Bank, 2006) 

· Government: a democracy

· International dialling code: +254

· Location: Kenya is located in Eastern Africa bordering the Indian Ocean, between Somalia and Tanzania.   

· Climate: Varies from tropical along the coast to arid in interior. There are two rainy seasons and two dry seasons. The rainy seasons are March to May and November to January. 

· Tribes: There are more than 100 ethnic groups and 48 tribes.  

· Tourism: The highest mountain in Kenya is Mount Kenya at 17058 ft (5199m). The coastal area is very popular for tourists as are the national wildlife parks. Kenya is famous for the ‘Big Five’ animals which can be seen on safari.

· Sport:  Kenya is active in several sports, among them football, rallying, rugby, cricket and boxing. But the country is known chiefly for its dominance in cross country running and athletics. 
· Education: Primary school is based on an 8 year system and is free. However resources are limited and class sizes can be up to 60 or more in some cases. Secondary school is a four year cycle and is fee-paying. Preschools are common and increasing in number.
· History: Kenya was colonized by the British at the beginning of the 20th century and gained its independence on 12th December, 1963. 
· Movies: The most recent movie is the award winning The Constant Gardener starring Ralph Fiennes. Other films shot in Kenya include the Academy Award winning Nowhere in Africa, Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life and To Walk With Lions. Other highly acclaimed films set (and shot) in Kenya include Karen Blixen's Out of Africa, starring Robert Redford and Meryl Streep and directed by Sidney Pollack, and Born Free, an adaptation of the autobiography of Joy Adamson. Notable film actors from Kenya include Paul Onsongo, John Sibi Okumu and Njeri Osak.
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